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WELCOME TO A NEW BAR YEAR! 
 
After taking a short hiatus in June, E-DICT is back for the new bar year. And we are 
here to serve you. If you have news to share with division members or want to publicize 
a local event, please send information to E-DICT Editor Hillary Jones at 
hjones@latlaw.com. Don’t be a stranger; we want to hear from you! 
 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
TBA MARKS 125th CONVENTION IN MEMPHIS 
 
The TBA Annual Convention was held in Memphis June 14-17, bearing the theme 
“Celebrate the American Legal System.” Despite a shortage of hotel rooms in Memphis, 
the convention meetings and events were well attended. Larry Wilks of Springfield 
assumed the presidency of the TBA, and his law partner, Lisa Richter, assumed the 
presidency of the YLD. Our condolences to the Wilks law office staff who must hold 
down the fort during the upcoming year, as Wilks and Richter travel the state serving 
TBA members. Speaking of service, during the convention Wilks unveiled the theme of 
his presidency: “serving every lawyer every day.” 
 
Also during the convention, YLD Immediate Past President Danny Van Horn presented 
the 2006 Young Lawyers Division President's Award to Tasha Blakney of Eldridge & 
Blakney PC in Knoxville for her work as chair of the Children’s Issues Committee and 
service as East Tennessee governor and young lawyer delegate to the TBA House of 
Delegates. The award recognizes those who exhibit tireless dedication to the 
improvement of the legal profession and to the TBA YLD. Van Horn also presented 
special recognition awards to April York Berman of Asurion Corporation in Nashville 
for her work as editor of the Tennessee Young Lawyer and Jordan S. Keller of 
Nashville’s Lassiter, Tidwell & Hildebrand PLLC for his service as chair of the 2006 
Tennessee State High School Mock Trial Competition. Congratulations to all! 
 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
NEW YLD FELLOWS INDUCTED 
 
Also during the convention, the Fellows of the Young Lawyers Division inducted six new 
members. They are: Beth Dunning of Strategic Bankruptcy Solutions in Nashville; 



Marcia Eason of Miller & Martin PLLC in Chattanooga; Stanley Graham of Nashville’s 
Waller Lansden Dortch & Davis LLP; Erin McArdle of Kingsport; Nathan Rowell with 
Watson, Roach, Batson, Rowell & Lauderback PLC in Knoxville; and Cynthia 
Richardson Wyrick of Ogle, Gass & Richardson PC in Sevierville. The Fellows 
organization was established in 1991 to contribute to the objectives of the Young 
Lawyers Division and stimulate the interest of young lawyers in the activities of the TBA. 
In plain English, it’s where “old” young lawyers go when they no longer qualify for YLD 
membership. 
 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
FIRST MEETING OF THE 2006-2007 YLD BOARD 
 
The first meeting of the 2006-2007 YLD Board was held March 14-15 in Springfield, 
home of BOTH our new TBA and YLD presidents, Larry Wilks, and Lisa Richter, 
respectively. During the meeting, the board laid out plans for CLEs, membership events 
and public service projects for the upcoming year. The board also reaffirmed its 
dedication to creating quality publications and services for you – the members. 
 
Incoming board members also became acquainted with the sleepy town of Springfield; 
touring its courthouse square and the offices of our illustrious new presidents. The 
board enjoyed barbeque and putt-putt golf at Smiley Hollow in Ridgetop, a “suburb” of 
Springfield. And the group performed the YLD’s first public service project of the year: 
leftover barbeque and all the trimmings were donated to the Springfield Fire Department 
to distribute to needy families. 
 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
CALL FOR BOARD MEMBERS 
 
Looking for a way to get more involved in the Young Lawyers Division? The YLD is 
seeking young attorneys to fill the following four positions. This year’s board plans to 
work hard but have a lot of fun, too. Our next meeting will be in November at Orlando’s 
Disney World Resort and you can be there! Contact President Lisa Richter at (615) 
384-8444 or lrichter@larrywilks.com, or any board member, to learn how to join the fun. 
 
Memphis City Captain, Membership Committee  (one-year commitment) 
Knoxville City Captain, CLE Committee (one-year commitment) 
District 4 Representative (comprising Bledsoe, Blount, Loudon, McMinn, Meigs, 
Monroe, Polk, Rhea and Roane counties) (two-year commitment) 
District 7 Representative (comprising Cannon, Coffee, Franklin, Grundy, Marion, 
Rutherford and Sequatchie counties) (two-year commitment) 
 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 



 
NEW CLEs AVAILABLE 
 
For just $45 ($65 for non-TBA members), you can receive one hour of those elusive 
ethics CLE credits online. The YLD’s own Brian Faughnan, of Adams and Reese LLC 
in Memphis, presents “The Top 15 Things You Ought to Know About the Revisions to 
Tenn. Sup. Ct. R. 9.” Faughnan concentrates his legal practice in media law, class 
actions, products liability and general and complex commercial litigation. He is a 
frequent author and speaker on issues concerning ethics and professional 
responsibility. He received his B.A. in International Studies from Rhodes College in 
Memphis and his law degree from the University of Memphis. For details or to register 
for the course, click on this link: 
http://www.legalspan.com/tnbar/category.asp?UGUID=&CategoryID=200404067631201
21059&ItemID=20060612-325567-105728   
 
Want to meet all your CLE requirements through one program? Then the General 
Practice Summit on Aug. 24-26 is for you. Sponsored by the General, Solo & Small Firm 
Section of the TBA, the program combines updates on a variety of substantive law 
topics with law practice management information. Best of all, you will be able to earn an 
entire year’s worth of CLE hours at the summit, including ethics. There will also be 
opportunities to socialize and network at lunches and an opening reception. Save the 
date and register by contacting the TBA at (800) 899-6993, in Nashville at (615) 383-
7421, or online at https://www.tba.org/onsiteinfo/gpsummit_2006.html 
 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
MORE CLE (AND THESE COME WITH A HAPPY HOUR!) 
 
The YLD’s 4L & Skills Enhancement CLE seminars will continue through October of this 
year. Each is offered simultaneously in Memphis, Nashville, Chattanooga and Knoxville; 
is accredited for two general CLE credits; and is followed by a TBA-sponsored happy 
hour.  
 
Register online for the following courses at:  
https://www.tba.org/onsiteinfo/skillbuilding_05-06.html   
 
Sept. 21, 3-5 p.m.           
Wills, Uncontested Divorces & Basic Real Estate 
Learn the basics of preparing wills and obtaining uncontested divorces for clients as 
well as resolving real estate issues, which can complicate both of these areas of law. 

Chattanooga     Sticky Fingers, 420 Broad Street, 423-265-7427 
Knoxville           Downtown Grill & Brewery, 424 South Gay Street, 865-633-8111 
Memphis           Owen Brennan’s, 6150 Poplar Avenue, 901-761-0990 
Nashville           BB King’s, 152 2nd Avenue North, 615-256-2727 



  
Oct. 4, 3-5 p.m.           
Choosing & Evaluating a Case 
Learn how to evaluate cases from both a plaintiff and defense perspective, with an 
emphasis on the monetary implications of choosing cases. 

Chattanooga     St. John’s Restaurant, 1278 Market Street, 423-266-4400 
Knoxville           Downtown Grill & Brewery, 424 South Gay Street, 865-633-8111 
Memphis           LoLo’s Table, 128 Monroe Avenue, 901-522-9449 
Nashville           BB King’s, 152 2nd Avenue North, 615-256-2727 

 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
MOCK TRIAL COMMITTEE VICE CHAIR NAMED 
 
The YLD welcomes Colleen Sweeney, who will serve as vice chair of the 2006-2007 
Mock Trial Committee, which oversees the statewide high school mock trial competition, 
held each March in Nashville. Adam Knight, also of Nashville, serves as chair of the 
committee. Sweeney is an attorney at Stewart, Estes & Donnell PLC in Nashville. She 
received her undergraduate degree from the University of Georgia in 1999, a master’s 
degree in education from the University of Texas in 2002 and a law degree from the 
University of Mississippi School of Law in 2005.  
 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
A NEW YLD BABY! 
 
Congratulations to Lindsay Blair Cannon, vice chair of the YLD’s Children’s Issues 
Committee, and her husband Eddie, who are the proud new parents of a baby girl, 
Lindsay Grace Cannon, born Sunday, July 23, in Chattanooga. Cannon certainly is 
taking her role on the committee very seriously! 
 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
THE TBA YLD IS ONLINE! 
 
Make YLD Online your browser's home page for great content and a useful roadmap to 
the information highway designed just for you. Check us out at http://www.tba.org/YLD.  
 
The YLD also has an electronic bulletin board available at 
www.tba2.org/forums/phpBB2/ Please register and begin a discussion on either a law-
related or non-law-related topic. The bulletin board can be a good source for networking 
with other young lawyers, along with being a good law resource and source of 
entertainment. 
 



--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
A WORD FROM YOUR EDITOR 
 
You are receiving this e-mail as a member benefit of the Tennessee Bar Association 
Young Lawyers Division. The TBA YLD E-DICT provides information concerning 
upcoming YLD events and opportunities to participate, while at the same time showing 
that the YLD does not take itself too seriously. E-DICT is sent monthly to all TBA young 
lawyer members, law student members, representatives of YLD affiliate organizations 
and the TBA YLD Fellows. See the end of this issue for subscription information. 
 
Hillary Jones 
Editor  
Knoxville, Tennessee  
 
--->FORWARD THIS E-MAIL!! Feel free to forward E-DICT on to anyone you think might 
be interested in TBA YLD news. 
 
--->MAKE TBA YLD ONLINE YOUR HOME PAGE For directions, go to 
http://www.tba.org/YLD/makeyldhome.html 
 
--->DISCONTINUE YOUR SUBSCRIPTION TO E-DICT? ... SURELY NOT!  
To STOP receiving E-DICT, please send your request to sshrader@tnbar.org. 
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